
Mildred Westervelt Warner 
(1893 – 1974)

President and CEO, Gulf States Paper Corp. (1938 – 1957)



A Leader is Born

“I learned about straw paper with 
my ABCs, and was familiar with 

dimensions and diversities of 
squares (a paper bag term) and E-Z 
Opener bags long before I started 

measuring parallelograms in 
geometry.”



Herbert David Warner 
Partner in Matrimony, Service and Industry

On her wedding day
July 17, 1925



Establishing Southern Roots

Braithewaite, LA (c. 1915) Decatur, IL (c. 1916)

Fulton, NY (c. 1897)Marseilles, IL (c. 1884)

New Orleans, LA (c. 1918)Orange, TX (c. 1912)

Springfield, IL (c. 1889) Taylorville, IL (c. 1894)



Home is Where the Heart Is



The Courage to Lead



“It Pays to Be Different”



Mildred: On What Business Means to Me 
(1938)

Mildred: Thoughts on the Purpose of Gulf States 
Paper Corp.

“First; with capable management, to produce high grade paper and 
paper products, made by efficient employees, under desirable wage 
and working conditions;

Second; to sell this product at a price that will insure its widest use by 
the consumer, and still permit sound financing with a fair return to 
the stockholder, and adequate reserves for replacement, 
modernization, emergencies and employee benefits;

Third; as a part of industrial America, to advance human welfare, 
and promote cooperation and goodwill between industry, labor, 
commerce, science, agriculture and government.”



Community – Philanthropist, Preservationist, Civic 
Leader, Politician, Socialite

U. Of Alabama – University Club U. Of Alabama – President’s Mansion U. Of Alabama – Gorgas House



A sentinel standing tall, but finding home 
in a new forest

“Of course I’d really like to be,

Alive in nineteen ninety three,

But, should I die in my late youth,

Please burn a candle under Truth,

And plant a tall needled pine tree,

To intercede with Heaven for me.”



Remembering Mildred

“The general thrust of Mrs. Warner’s years was in the 
direction of courage, competence, self-reliance, integrity, 
service and compassion. This gained for her the admiration 
and cooperation of all who worked with her and under her. 
She brought new dimensions that have made life in this area 
more pleasing, stimulating, challenging and expansive.”

“A great and regal lady, Mrs. Warner was also a pioneer and 
leader among businesswomen. She manifested to a far 
greater degree the place of women in industrial, business 
and political roles than been matched by anyone since.”

“Not only did Tuscaloosa lose one of its most lovable citizens, 
but the state and nation lost one of its greatest statesmen.”

“Mrs. Warner was one of those rare individuals whom a 
person is fortunate to know perhaps only once in a lifetime. 
She was in a real sense – a lady.”



Recognition and Awards
• Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree –

University of Alabama (1956)

• Woman of Achievement Award –
Tuscaloosa Business and Professional 
Women’s Club

• Alabama Business Hall of Fame (1974)

• First Citizen of the Year – Tuscaloosa 
Civitan Club (1974)

• Alabama Women’s Hall of Fame (1984)

• Tuscaloosa County Civic Hall of Fame 
(2002)




